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Australia holds a special place in Torah MiTzion’s heart 
as our centers have flourished throughout the years in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Perth. 

Our long standing Kollel Tzioni of 16 years 
in Melbourne has had major impact both in 
the Mizrachi community and Yavneh school. 
Shlichim through the years have added layer 
after layer of active Religious Zionism under 
the helm of The Pinchuks, Himmelsteins, 
Shalevs, Rozens, Rosenzweigs, Dahans, 
and Winklers, together with the Hesder 
bachurim. The unique Women’s Beit Medrash has 
been a hub of learning and a source of enrichment to 
the community and beyond. Torah MiTzion has been 
directed by the Mizrachi presidents throughout the years, 
beginning with Danny Lamm and Warren Zauer, while 
the Beit Midrash committee has enjoyed the leadership 
of Geoff Bloch and Lawrence Cher.

Our Perth branch became the first ever Yeshiva to open 
in Western Australia, serving as the only Torah learning 
address in that part of Australia. The shlichim work closely 
with the Carmel school and Dianella Shule. Perth also has 
a Women’s Beit Midrash and two ‘shlichot’ that serve 

as role models for the women and girl students at the 
school. Rabbi Marcus and Linda Solomon are a beacon 

of Religious Zionist education ensuring the 
vitality and future of the Jewish community. 
The pioneering Rosh Kollel was Rav Eli and 
Noah Lewis, followed by Rav Eitan and Tatzi 
Cohen, Rav Binyamin and Ora Kraus and 
Rav Avi and Sara Lifshitz today.

Torah MiTzion in Sydney was spearheaded 
by Rav Davey Blackman of JLC Bondi who 
appointed Rabbi Danny Eisenberg as the Rosh 

Kollel. The bachurim learn every day at the Beit Midrash 
based at the Moriah School under the leadership of Rabbi 
Benji Levy. The bachurim are also active in informal Jewish 
education and serve as role models for hundreds of children 
on a daily basis. This past year Eidit Wolf & Esti Eaton joined 
the team to begin the Midreshet Tzion program for women. 
Each evening they learn chavruta quenching the thirst for 
Torah learning amongst Sydney’s women.

Torah MiTzion was established in all three communities 
with the seed money from the L.A. Pincus Fund for 
Jewish Education in the Diaspora and works hand in 
hand with Bnei Akiva.

Nisan and Iyar are Israel’s spring months and a special 
time to reinvigorate ourselves on both a personal and 
national level. There is a strong connection 
between our spring holidays - Pesach and 
Yom Haatzmaut, as both heighten our 
ability to feel “as though you yourself left 
Egypt”. The spiritual freedom achieved 
during Pesach is perfectly complemented 
by celebrating the miracle of Israel’s 
independence weeks later.

Apart from continuing to recruit, select 
and train the finest Torani-Tzioni shlichim, 
Torah MiTzion has many other worthwhile projects that 
require support.  To name a few - sponsorship of our 
advanced spring and summer training seminars for out-
going shlichim, developing the LILMOD online learning 
program for new languages; providing language training 
for shlichim needed in Spanish speaking countries; and 

many other important projects aimed at impacting Jewish 
people around the world.

If you have not yet partnered with Torah 
MiTzion, I hope that you will decide to do 
so at this time.  Our goal remains steadfast 
- on the one hand to offer fellow Jews the 
gift of freedom, as in:  “There is no free man 
like the one who is involved with the study 
of Torah” [Pirkei Avot].. On the other, Torah 
MiTzion’s study and practice lead a straight 
path to the message of the 5th cup of seder 
night - “V’heveiti” - “And I will bring you to 

the Land that I swore to give to Avraham, to Yitzchak 
and to Yaakov..” We will continue to strive to imbue 
communities worldwide with a taste of that 5th cup.

  With warm regards from Yerushalayim 

Zeev 

Spotlight on TMT Down & Under – MiTzion L’Australia

Greetings from Zeev Schwartz
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In March our Australian shlichim 
gathered in Perth with Bnei 
Akiva shlichim for a conference 
organized by The Religious Zionists 
of Australia. There were some 
interesting debates on topics such 
as supporting aliya vs strengthening 
the local community; what is the 
role of Torah MiTzion shlichim 
with the unaffiliated young adult 
community; dilemmas which take 
place during shlichut.

Natalie Taylor, Coordinator of 
the Midreshet Tzion program 
and Head of the TMT Australia 
Desk facilitated frank discussions 
regarding issues facing shlichim in Australia. Rabbi Marcus 
Solomon noted how the conference granted an opportunity 
for all the young shlichim to mix, meet and discuss matters 
with each other. He also reported as having received 

overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from the Perth community. In 
particular, the impact  made by 
the young shlichim at the Carmel 
School Friday night was fantastic 
and  highly appreciated. Special 
thanks to the Head of Jewish 
Studies, Simon Lawrence for his 
ongoing support.

Rabbi Jeremy Gimpel of World 
Mizrachi was a guest speaker 
over the weekend and delivered 
inspiring shiurim. There was 
a great opportunity to share 
successes and challenges between 
the different communities. The 

local lay management also had time to discuss their concerns 
with the Israeli shlichim and to think together how to tackle 
the educational and social challenges and how to make 
meaningful connections with people in the community.

Australian Kenes Shlichim

Natalie Taylor recently joined TMT Jerusalem staff as 
coordinator of the Midreshet Tzion program focused 
at enhancing women’s learning. Natalie also heads the 
TMT Australia desk.

Natalie was born and raised in Melbourne. Following 
studies at Midreshet Harova, she completed her BA in 
Jewish History at Monash University. Natalie was amongst 
the first students in the Torah MiTzion Kollel in Melbourne 
when Rav Moshe and Chasida Pinchuk set up the program.

Natalie made aliyah 14 years ago and learnt at Matan, 
before studying for her MA in Tanach at Bar Ilan University. 
She worked at the Jewish Agency in the Zionist Seminars, 
coordinated the post-college learning program for 
overseas students at Nishmat and most recently, at Yeshiva 
University’s Stern College for Women.

Natalie is married to Shuki and they have 3 beautiful 
children:  Ariel, Eitan and Ella. The Taylor family live in 
Jerusalem. 

Welcome Natalie Taylor

In 1998 Zeev Schwartz recruited a young promising 
Avrech from Yeshivat Beit El who had made Aliyah from 
Cardiff, UK in 1985. Rav Gideon and Rivki Weitzman were  
subsequently dispatched to Kansas City 
to establish TMT’s first Kollel in the vast 
American mid-west. What Zeev did not 
foresee is that 17 years later, Kansas City 
would have a vibrant Modern Orthodox 
Zionist community  based in Overland 
Park. Today there are many former 
community members who make their 
home in Israel including two community 
rabbis, Rabbi Morey Schwartz now living 
in Chashmonaim and Rabbi David Fine 
now living in Modiin.

One of those Olim from Kansas City is 32 
year old Erik Claster.  Erik was a 10th grader when Rav 
Gideon arrived with fellow shlichim in the Land of Oz 
and set up the TMT Kollel in the Hyman Brand Hebrew 
Academy and Beth Israel Abraham and Voliner Synagogue. 

After several years of studying in chavruta with members 
of the Kollel, Erik decided that the only place for him 
to continue his life was in Israel.  After completing high 

school Erik came to the Hesder Yeshiva 
in Otniel to study.  After two years, he 
enlisted in Givati and did full combat army 
service in this prestigious IDF unit.  After 
completing the army Erik earned an M.A in 
counter terrorism from I.D.C, got married 
to Keren and began raising a family. 

Erik and Keren have four children and 
live in the Zayit neighborhood of Efrat.  
He works for a Raanana-based high 
tech start-up. Erik claims that “without 
the presence of Torah MiTzion in my 
community it is unlikely that I would have 

ever made Aliyah”. Erik is aware of many other olim from 
the TMT Kansas City community. Erik will be featured in 
the new promotional movie being shot by Avi Friedman 
of ‘Seret LeMazkeret’.

TMT and Aliyah – Erik Claster from Kansas City
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LILMOD continues to grow and succeed. Since its 
inception two years ago LILMOD has attracted over 
2100 individual learners.

The German-Russian first semester concluded in 
February after offering 169 sessions. The classes 
addressed a wide variety of subjects. There were more 
than 800 registrations from a diverse variety of locations 
in Europe, Israel and North America. The new semester 
is offering 14 courses delivered by prominent German 
and Russian speaking educators.

LILMOD learners speak:
“I thank you very sincerely for letting us study courses 
on Judaism through the LILMOD program. The courses 
are excellent and inspiring, providing a solid foundation 
and giving spiritual strength to Jews around the world. 
Looking forward to the continuation of studies”.
Prof. Yakov Zinberg, Kokushikan University, Tokyo Japan

“I at the moment have no real opportunity to go on 
learning. With your help I found it.  Thank you so much!  
It really is a present from Hashem for me”. 
Michal Evenari, Tittling, Germany

Future Programs

With final OK from a supporting foundation we will 
inaugurate our program for French speakers. The 
plan includes  21 courses in total featuring the finest 

French speaking lecturers. If you are interested in 
supporting the launch of LILMOD for French speakers, 
contact Arik Speaker, Director of the program at 
arik@torahmitzion.org 

LILMOD B2B  

We continue to market the LILMOD platform to 
organizations in Israel. The Hesder Yeshiva of Otniel 
has been using LILMOD to offer courses to graduates 
with great success.

LILMOD Report - ‘Let My People Know’ 

In late February the kehila in Memphis, celebrating 18 
years of Torah Mitzion, hosted the annual Shabbaton 
for N. American shlichim. Shlichim together with 
representatives from TMT Jerusalem participated 
in the convention.  Many interesting seminars were 
offered by community members.

All visitors were hosted on Shabbat by community 
members who opened their homes and hearts to 
the delegates. The Shabbat meals, oneg Shabbat and 
uplifting services left their mark on all participants. A 
highlight of the ‘kenes’ was the basketball showdown 
between the Margolin Yeshiva High School team and 
the TMT all stars who held their own.

On Sunday a learning program was hosted by the 
Anshei Sefard Synagogue where both Rosh Kollel 
Memphis Rav Meir Maimon and Rosh Kollel Montreal 
Rav Amnon Herman delivered shiurim.

Thank you to Rav Meir and Daphna Maimon for their 
leadership of Kollel Memphis and for their tireless 
efforts at hosting a highly successful and enlightening 
Kenes down in Tennessee.  Torah MiTzion also 
thanks all the wonderful host families and Rabbi 
Aron Faigenbaum of the Young Israel, Rabbi Shai 

FInklestein of Baron Hirsch and Rabbi Joel Finklestein 
of the Anshei Sefard Synagogue.

A special thank you to the president of TMT Memphis 
Mr. David Cooper and his wife Tova for their 
assistance and ongoing support of the conference 
and of the Memphis Kollel throughout the years.

North American Kenes Shlichim

mailto:arik@torahmitzion.org


To make a tax deductible donation to Torah MiTzion,
visit our website: www.torahmitzion.org 

 or contact: Torah MiTzion
“Beit Meir” 54 King George St. P.O. Box 71109 Jerusalem 9171002  ISRAEL

Tel:  972-(0)2 620-9020  |  Fax: 972-(0)2 624-2007  |  office@torahmitzion.org
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This past month Torah MiTzion introduced the new logo 
going forward as a world movement.  The branding was 
completed with the 
artistic direction of 
Reuven Yamron.  
Reuven claims that 
the inspiration for 
the icon came to him 
in a dream where the 
Star of David was not formed from within, but rather from 
without - by the spheres surrounding it. At the center of 
the Star of David is a ‘tziun’ - a focal point representing 
non other than Tzion.  

The six spheres represent communities abroad that 
are impacted by the center.  However just as the 
points of the Magen David reach out to the spheres, 
each sphere also is directed towards the center.  The 

movement is bidirectional, just as the communities 
gain from the shlichim, so do the shlichim learn from 
their encounter with the Diaspora.  

Finally, there is overlap between the spheres as there is 
a fruitful interconnection between each TMT community 
and their ‘home’ base in the centre.

All Torah MiTzion communities are also receiving their own 
‘personalized’ logo.  

Internet Site
New internet site being designed by Illuminea, a Jerusalem 
based company. The new site will feature a map of TMT 
world communities, an easy to use resource access page, 
and other improvements from the current site.  The goal is 
to have a clean, neat site that is both user friendly and easy 
to update and maintain.

Mazal Tov to:
  Matan Tur-paz, former shaliach in Melbourne, on his 
engagement to Talia Feigen   of Melbourne

Yoni Rubin, former shaliach in Melbourne, and Liana 
Kalkopf from Melbourne on their marriage

Avishai and Sari Neriah, former Shaliach in Venezuela, on 
the birth of Levi Yitzchak

Aryeh & Racheli Gross, current shlichim in Montreal, on 
the birth of Gilad Yosef

Rav Avi and Sara Lifshitz, current shlichim in Perth, on the 
birth of Ora

Arik Speaker, Director of the LILMOD Program and his wife 
Efrat, on the birth of their daughter Zohar Moriah

Condolences to:
The entire Kehila of Memphis and Klal Yisrael on the 
passing of Rav Ephraim Greenblatt zt”l, renowned posek 
and Rav of Memphis, Tennessee

Rav Menachem Schrader - JLIC Founding Director, on the 
passing of his mother Mrs. Lillian Schrader z”l 

Howard Weisband, member of TMT Board of Directors on 
the loss of his mother Ruthe Fireman Weisband, z”l

Aharon Eldar, Chairman of TMT Education Committee on 
the passing of his brother Yisrael Haim ben Hannah z”l

Harry Kozlovsky, former president of TMT Baltimore on 
the passing of his mother  Rose Kozlovsky z”l

Marketing Report

News from the Movement 

Torah MiTzion is recruiting more than 60 shlichim for the 
year 5775 including 40 bachurim, 6 ‘shlichot’ (Midreshet 
Tzion) and 11 families to impact our host communities.

Hats off to our recruitment coordinators, all former 
TMT shlichim: Daniel Moati (Melbourne), David Baraz 
(Melbourne), Jakie Rosenwald (Munich) and Itai Blau 
(Sydney). They combed all Hesder Yeshivot across the 
country and located 200 fine candidates.  

Under Shlichim Department Director Yoav Cohen Hadad’s 
supervision, 10 special shlichut screening sessions were 
conducted employing the services of psychologist Ami Ohali.

In early April we held a 
training seminar at Nes Harim 
for bachurim. They met each 
other, became familiarized 
with TMT host communities 
and their needs, and were 
provided with skills for the 
coming year. Among topics 
addressed  -  present ing 
before audiences and public 
speaking, effective use of 
technology, how to reach and 
impact people to name a few..

Recruitment Report


