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few centuries, the Canaanites had made 
the Matzeivot into a symbol of idol   
worship. Although intrinsically they may 
be no different to a Mizbeiach, they 
have now become inextricably bound in 
human consciousness, and consequently 
in Divine service - with paganism. 

The Maharal of Prague, on the other 
hand, in Netiv HaDin, has a different   
approach. He explains that the Avot 
(Patriarchs) had a fundamentally    
different way of relating to Hashem, one 
that was acceptable for them, but not 
for us. 

A Matzeiva, he claims, represents a   
particularistic and limited way of relating 
to G-d. One stone, one aspect, one  
power. A Mizbeiach contains within it 
more  multiplicity. The Avot, he claims, 
as the building blocks of our nation, each 
related to Hashem in a unique,           
particular way (as we know, Avraham in 
Chessed, Yitzchak in Din etc.) and it was 
good and right that they should each 
express that unique relationship through 
the singular medium of the Matzeiva.  

Once the Jewish people were              
constituted, however, we are the       
children of all these great people, the 
heirs of a holistic relationship with      
Hashem that incorporates all of the  
multiplicity of nature and the human  
experience.  

Tear down the Matzeivot of the           
Canaanites, never to be rebuilt, but    
replace their Mizbachot with ours that 
acknowledge the One G-d who            
encompasses the multiplicity of His  
marvelous creation.  

In Re'eih we find again the oft-repeated 
command to destroy the pagan altars of 
the Canaanite nations. Devarim 12:3 
reads: 

ם וְִשּבְַּרֶת֙ם  ם ֶאת־ִמזְּבחֹת ָ֗ ְצֶתֶּ֣ וְנִתַּ
ם בֹת ָ֔ צ ֶּ֣  ֶאת־מַּ

“You shall demolish their Mizbachot and 
break their Matzeivot”. 

These two different kinds of altars, the 
Mizbeiach and Matzeiva, appear several 
times in the Torah. 
The Matzeiva - a standing stone - is a  
pillar used for sacrifice. One block of 
stone upon which the service is           
performed. A Mizbeiach, on the other 
hand, is made up of several components 
joined together - either a Mizbeiach 
avanim, an altar of stones, where several 
stones are piled together to build a pil-
lar, or a Mizbeiach adama, wooden 
frame filled with earth, where each grain 
of sand is part of the Mizbeiach. (As 
Rashi explains here) 

As far as idols go, both are equally     
symbolic of the theological and moral 
evil of idolatry, but within service of    
Hashem we find a distinction at the be-
ginning of Parshat Shoftim (Devarim 
16:22):  

א ה נ ָ֖ ר ש  ה ֲאֶשִ֥ צ ב ָ֑ ים לְךָ֖ מַּ ִקִ֥  וְלֹֽא־ת 
And do not erect for yourself a Matzeiva 
that Hashem hates 

This is somewhat surprising as we know 
that the Avot built Matzeivot in their  
service of Hashem - most notably,      
Yaakov at the beginning of Vayeitzei. 

So what changed? 

Rashi tells us (again in Shoftim) that the 
change was one of context. Over the last 
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 The "Shield Square" in Bat Yam, also known as the 
"tombstone", is a monument dedicated to the defenders of the city who 
fell defending its citizens in battle. The square is located on ‘Shderot 
Haatzmaut’ (Independence Avenue) at the entrance to Bat Yam from 
Tel Aviv, and is essentially a gateway to the city.  
 During the War of Independence the defensive post was known 
as the "King George post", because of the name of the street during 
the British Mandate. On February 2 1948, Arab fighters were able to 
penetrate the post and during a rainy night killed two defendants. On 
February 18, another fighter was killed in this post by an Arab sniper. 
Since then the post was dubbed the "death post".  
 Bat Yam is a city in the southern greater Tel Aviv Area. It       
became an official city in 1958. It was established in 1926 as a        
settlement named ‘Bayit Va'gan’ by 13 families from the Tel Aviv settler 
community. Only 11 years later, in 1937, was the name of the city 
changed to Bat Yam (Hebrew for Daughter of the Sea). 
 Violent events during the 1936—1939 Arab revolt cut the city off 
from Tel Aviv, since the only access road passed through                
predominantly Arab Jaffa. Following those events, a new road was 
built through Holon. This road, which was not easy to maintain and 
protect, eventually saved the city from being cut off and perhaps falling 
into enemy hands during the War of Independence.  
 Since its founding and until recent years, Bat Yam has been a 
city of Aliyah absorption—German Jews before the creation of the 
State, Sephardi Jewry during the state's first years, and  in recent   
decades—from the Former Soviet Union. The city is home to a large 
community of immigrants from Turkey, so much so that Bat Yam   
hosted visits by Turkish leaders including President Suleiman Demirel 
and Prime Minister Tansu Ciller.  Even the most famous Israeli spy Eli 
Cohen z"l was a resident of the city.  
 In recent weeks a committee has been established, amidst 
much criticism, in order to consider the possibility of a union with  the 
city of Tel Aviv-Jaffa.  
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