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 שבת מציון

Departures  

this he returns from battle. 

Upon first glance this seems to be a bit of 

an over-reaction. In our minds we like to          

categorize sins.  We know there are big 

sins and little sins, and if we had to      

categorize the sin of talking while putting 

on tefillin we would probably put it in the 

“very small sin” section if at all. 

It seems a bit extreme that for such a sin 

a soldier wouldn’t be part of an important 

battle. Of all the examples the Gemara 

could have chosen, why this one? 

If we analyze this example we may be 

able to shed some light on a very         

important message we need to internalize 

before going out to do battle. 

The Tefillin shel yad, we place on our 

arms, and this represents the “action” side 

of our personality. The Tefillin constantly 

reminds us that we must “do” Hashem’s 

bidding and not just sit back and contem-

plate. We are judged based on our       

actions. What we choose to do and what 

we choose not to do. When at war, it is 

the arm that does the talking by wielding a 

sword and doing battle.  

The Tefillin shel rosh is placed on our 

heads and represents our thoughts. Our 

thoughts must be pure and in the right 

place. Thoughts play an important role in 

our lives. It is through our thoughts that 

we arrive at action and while we act, it is 

our thoughts that guide us, that make sure 

we stay true to our chosen paths and that 

sometimes have to curb our actions.  

Talking between putting on the shel rosh 

and shel yad creates a disconnect        

between the two. It implies that our 

thoughts and our actions are not in synch. 

Our actions govern themselves. Our 

thoughts don’t turn into action.  

In this week’s Parsha we come across a 

theme which is very apropos to the times 

we are in. 

Before Am Yisrael went out to battle, the 

 would address the כהן משוח מלחמה

soldiers and give a list of those who 

should return home. I would like to focus 

on the last category. 

At the end of his speech, he says:  ָהִאיׁש -ִמי

ֹׁא ִיַמס ֶאת ב ְלֵביתֹו; ְול -ַהָיֵרא ְוַרְך ַהֵלָבב, ֵיֵלְך ְוָיׁשֹׁ

 Basically anyone who is ְלַבב ֶאָחיו, ִכְלָבבֹו.

afraid should go home. It seems that   

cowardice is contagious and we don’t 

want any of that    running around the 

camp during war. 

The Mishna in Masechet Sotah (end of the 

eighth chapter) brings down a machloket    

between Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi Yossi Haglili, 

and Rabbi Yossi as to how to understand 

the pasuk. What is this soldier afraid of? 

Rabbi Akiva is of the position that the 

pasuk should be understood at face value 

– we are entering a war zone, and we 

don’t want      soldiers afraid of war, who 

will panic at the sight of a drawn sword. 

Rabbi Yossi Haglili claims that we have to 

go deeper, to the root of the fear. The fear 

really stems from sins that the person has          

committed. He is afraid that during the war 

Hashem will deem this an opportune time 

of retribution for his sins. 

Rabbi Yossi agrees with Rabbi Yossi 

Haglili that the soldier is afraid of sin, but 

according to Rabbi Yossi he only fears 

sins that can be found in the Torah and 

not sins of Rabbinic origin. 

The Gemara in page 44b gives an        

example of a sin according to Rabbi Yossi 

Haglili -  שח בין תפילה לתפילה עבירה היא בידו

 one who talks—וחוזר עליה מעורכי המלחמה

between putting on the tefillin shel yad and 

the tefillin shel rosh- this is a sin and for 
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 That is why talking between the two is considered so severe. 

Now we can better understand why this example was chosen as a sin during a time of war. 

A truly fearsome warrior is a warrior who knows why he is on the battlefield and is willing to do what it takes to get 

the job done, even if he has to sacrifice his own life in the process. This is typical of a soldier whose thoughts and 

actions are synched. 

It is very dangerous for a soldier to go into battle if his thoughts and actions aren’t in tune. He can be unpredictable 

and unresponsive. If he is fighting he may not be aware of why and for whom. Even if he is aware and his thoughts 

are in the right place he may not be able to translate it into action. Such a soldier has no place on a battlefield. He is 

a danger to himself and to those surrounding him. We give him an opportunity to go home and work on getting  

himself fine-tuned so that he can join us for the next battle and be able to contribute. 

Am Yisrael today is in battle mode. For the sake of all the soldiers going into battle we should feel responsible to 

work on this aspect of our lives. Not to talk between putting on tefillin shel rosh and tefillin shel yad and making sure 

our thoughts and actions are on the same page. 
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ISRAtag 
Arik Speaker 

 

Torah MiTzion was established in 1995 with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around 
the globe and infusing them with the love for Torah, the Jewish People and the State of Israel.  
Over the past eighteen years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host  

communities through a wide range of formal and informal educational programs.   

Where was this photo taken?  

Please send answers to 

arik@torahmitzion.org 

The answer, further information about this 

location as well as the name of the  first       

person  to recognize this site will  be       

published in next week‘s edition. 

To advertise, or to dedicate an 

     issue of Shabbat MiTzion for  
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The picture in the past issue of Shabbat MiTzion is of the shrine around Rachel's 
Tomb - 'Kever Rachel'. But this time, in contrary to my custom, I chose to post an 
older photo from the 70's, since today the entire structure is fortified in a way 
that doesn't allow to see the entire shrine. The story of the Tomb begins with 
Rachel's, Jacob’s beloved wife, tragic death while giving birth to Benjamin. At 
that time the family was at the end of the journey home to Eretz Canaan from 
Paddan Aram. Jacob decided to bury her 'on the way' near Bethlehem. 

The Tomb and its surroundings have witnessed a complex history over thousands 
of years as it is a sacred place not only to Jews, but also to Christians and       
Muslims. Many battles were fought throughout the ages for control over the 
site.  Even before the Tomb was captured by the Jordanian legion during the War 
of Independence, access had been restricted and sometimes forbidden to Jews 
following events such as the 1929 riots.  During the 19 year Jordanian rule in the 
West Bank Jews were denied access to all holy places under their rule, in blunt 
violation of the armistice          agreements between Israel and Jordan which were 
signed after the war. Jordanians brazenly dressed the gravestone with a green 
drapery full of Koranic verses. 

On June 7, 1967, the second day of the Six Day War, Bethlehem was captured by 
the 62nd Battalion of the Jerusalem Brigade. The conquest generated great    
excitement among the Israeli public and the masses flocked to the scene. Among 
the visitors were President Zalman Shazar and his wife. 

In 1995, prior to the signing of Oslo II agreement, Israel was expected to transfer 
security control of Rachel's Tomb to the fledgling Palestinian Authority.  Rabbi 
Hanan Porat zt"l and Menachem Porush zt"l approached then-Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to persuade him to retract this concession. Rabbi Porat described 
how Rabbi Porush approached Rabin and cried imploring: "This is Mama Rochel. 
The Jewish people will never forgive you". This convinced the Rabin government 
to withdraw from the original understanding and maintain control over this very 
important, emotion-ridden historic site. A short time later fortifications were 
built around the tomb which today allow Jews to safely visit and pray at Rachel's 
Tomb. 
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