
 Ki Tetze ד“בס  

 

Shabbat MiTzion 
Mazal Tov to Chanan Kupietzky, former shaliach Munich 5773,                                             

on his engagement to Sophie Taub  

4 Elul, 5774, September 6th, 2014 

Shabbat Times 

  Jerusalem 

Begin 18:32 

End 19:43 

 שבת מציון

Around the TMT 

Movement 

fight with the belief that the Creator of    

heaven is above his head and even the most 

mundane activities should be performed with 

that idea taken into account. The concept of 

the 'Fear of Heaven' extends even into the 

sphere of bodily cleanliness. The Torah com-

mands us that "As part of your equipment 

have something to dig with, and when you 

relieve yourself, dig a hole and cover up your 

excrement. For the Lord your G-d 

moves about in your camp to protect you and 

to deliver your enemies to you. Your camp 

must be holy, so that he will not see among 

you anything indecent and turn away from 

you" (Deuteronomy 23:13-14).  

The choice that the Torah makes of the      

Hebrew root י.צ.א - Y.Z.A. 'to go', is also 

used when talking about traveling on a mis-

sion abroad; the Hebrew term is יציאה 

 going on Shlichut' but is also used' לשליחות

when    expressing the commandment to 

keep       ourselves physically clean '  ויצאת

 go outside the camp'. Going' 'שמה חוץ

abroad to serve the nation is one of the most 

noble values that the National Religious socie-

ty in Israel        upholds and has a sense of 

holiness of        carrying the message of Zion-

ism to the       Diaspora, a message that shows 

that we are confident in our country and se-

cure in its  success. Shlichim embarking on 

'Shlichut', on a mission, leave with the power, 

trust and pride that Israel's existence trans-

mits to Jews worldwide. Israel's independ-

ence and        national strength truly deserve 

all praise and acclaim.  

Nevertheless, it seems that when going on 

'Shlichut', on the ultimate mission, we Israelis 

are also required to learn about morality, 

proper behavior and civility. 'British manners' 

This week's Parasha is abundant with various 

types of commandments. So much so, that it 

appears that there are no two verses are 

alike. Among the many commandments in the 

Parasha are the rules of war. From the outset, 

the Torah commands us to behave in the 

most moral way during battle, teaching us an 

important principle of preserving human    

dignity and respect. Especially towards    

woman taken into captivity, even when that 

same woman was found appealing to one of 

the fighters. The Torah strives to protect her 

dignity and status, even though she is from an 

enemy nation, expressing the highest ethical 

and moral values that we need to aspire to, as 

the chosen people. 

The State of Israel has found itself in recent 

months in a state of belligerency and fierce 

combat against the terrorist elements among 

the Arab population. The measures adopted 

are an expression of the morality of the IDF 

and are shining examples of how the modern 

and enlightened world should wage battle. 

The human dilemmas encountered by the  

soldiers are examples of the degree of      

sanctity which these moral questions have, in 

the eyes of Judaism, with regard to our       

entitlement to inherit the Holy Land in a pure 

and honest way while retaining our             

spirituality. 

From the elevated humane attitude of the 

Torah towards an enemy daughter, we also 

learn about the supreme moral approach 

which we are required to adhere to, even 

among ourselves, inside our own camp, even 

after the fighting has ceased. Furthermore, 

additional commandments express the       

expectations from Jewish warriors in the heat 

of battle. The Jewish soldier is required to 
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is the object of scorn among the average Israeli 'Sabra'. There is a sense of satisfaction within Israeli society that the fulfillment 

of the framework of the commandments of  'בן אדם לחבירו' Man to his fellow Man' do not necessitate any effort beyond the letter 

of the commandments given to us in our holy Torah. We seem to be particularly careful in the literal fulfillment, thus forsaking the 

customs of etiquette which we are exposed to on the various Shlichuyot (missions abroad), instead of importing them to the Holy 

Land with pride.  

Unfortunately, the phenomenon of the 'ugly Israeli' is known to us all, and we, who see ourselves as the bearers of the many     

banners of a national nature in the country, are called upon to assist in the elimination of this negative phenomenon, ensuring that 

this dissentious image is invalidated and will ultimately disappear. With exemplary education and adequate role modeling, we will 

set a high standard of ethical behavior in the home and as we go out into 'רחובה של עיר' - the streets of our cities. We should cry 

out and demand that Israelis' behavior change, so as not to embarrass himself and the people living in our country, as he             

represents us all by the very nature of his national affiliation. Disrespectful behavior towards our friends and our supporters, also 

reflects the common contemptuous pattern of the relationship to the state and its institutions.  

The spirit of Judaism teaches the discipline expected of a soldier in battle, espousing the proper attitude towards his comrades and 

his country. This discipline is mandatory, and is a basic component of his education. It is expressed in the increased values of the 

soldier in his relations to his neighbors everywhere and even in his hometown.  

Many examples can be brought for the proper manners that we need to import; beginning with the field of speech, we can start 

speaking politely and quietly without noisy outbursts, continuing into the realm of our relationship to each other, we could         

certainly acquire courtesy when entering a bus, an elevator or even when approaching a pedestrian crossing. Furthermore, we 

could brush up of our appearance and personal attire when setting out to work. There is no shame in admitting that going on 

'Shlichut', a mission, teaches us the need to internalize the fact that as the people who live in Zion, and as Torah scholars created in 

the image of G-d, we will politely address our neighbors, we will act with respect to public property whether it be on the public 

transport system, or in the army or in the office where we work. When we sit down to a meal we will pay full attention to our     

fellow diners, giving them the full attention that they deserve from beginning to end. Indeed, It is vital to implant the values of   

politeness in our children's education in order to witness these values in their polite behavior on the battlefield, when dealing with 

hygiene and in maintaining clean and polite speech even in battle. This then is the basis for the understanding of the                   

commandment of a pure and clean battlefield, ensuring the highest morality of the Jewish warrior towards himself, his enemy and 

his enemy's women.  
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Torah MiTzion was established in 1995 with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around 
the globe and infusing them with the love for Torah, the Jewish People and the State of Israel.  
Over the past eighteen years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host  

communities through a wide range of formal and informal educational programs.   

 

Where was this photo taken?  
Please send answers to 
arik@torahmitzion.org 

 

The answer, further information about this location 
as well as the name of the first person  to recognize 

this site will be published in next week‘s edition. 
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"The National Water Carrier", also knows as the "The Jordan Plant" 
is the main artery of the Israeli water system. It is thanks to the   
carrier that the water flows from the country's north to the central 
and southern Israel through 130 km’s of water pipes aided by many 
pumping stations.  
 
The original idea for this mega-project, one of the largest in the  
history of the country, was born before the establishment of the 
State, but only after the establishment could it be carried out. The 
plans for the construction of the National Water Carrier were      
approved by the government only in 1956, with actual construction 
beginning in 1959 and spanning five years. The cost of the project 
was about $420 million Israeli Liras.  During the construction      
process 2.5 million working days were invested, employing more 
than 4,000 workers who excavated 7 million cubic meters of earth.  
 
The water supplied by the carrier is allocated approximately about 
80% for agricultural use and 20% as drinking water. During the  
early 1990s roughly half of Israel's drinking water had been       
supplied through the "national carrier", from the north of the country 
to the edge of the Negev. One of the main challenges is the fact 
that the main source of water, the Sea of Galilee, is very low.   
Raising water from the lake, whose level is below sea level, to a 
height of 44 meters above sea level - a lifting height of about 250 
meters - required a major engineering effort and much creativity.  
 
Following Israel's decision to utilize the water of the Jordan River 
through the national carrier, Syria and Lebanon planned to block 
the Banias and Hatzbani rivers that feed the Jordan river and  
eventually the Kinneret, thus leading to a severe depletion of water 
resources. The National Water Carrier was actually the very first 
target of a bombing attempt by a 
Palestinian terrorist organization, 
Fatah in 1959. 
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