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Somewhere Over the Rainbow 

Rabbi Ronen Neuwirth - Former Central Shaliach of Bnei Akiva in North 

America.  Current Director of Beit Hillel - A Modern-Orthodox spiritual           

leadership organization  

Ceremony for returning 
shlichim - Jerusalem 

Rotem Noi of TMT Munich 
participated in a Marathon 

to raise awareness for 
breast cancer 

 TMT Sydney returning the 
sefer Torah after a Shabbat 
with the local Bnai Akiva   

 TMT Washington meet for 
dinner at the home of the 

Porat Family 

The Torah portion of Noach is con-
cerned with the total collapse of humani-
ty,     leading in the end to the almost com-
plete destruction of all living creatures in 
the flood. The few people who survive the 
disaster are given a promise by the       Al-
mighty that there will never be a second 
flood. However, the author of the "Akeidat 
Yitzchak," Rabbi Yitzchak         Arameh, 
questions the logic of this   promise: If the 
punishment of the flood was justified, why 
does G-d promise never to use it again? 
And if it was not a just punishment, how 
could it have been used in the first place? 

Rabbi Arameh's answer is that all        judg-
ment by G-d is certainly just, and there is 
no doubt that the flood was an appropri-
ate punishment. The explanation of the 
Divine promise is that the world was about 
to change such that the        situation that 
might lead to another flood would never 
happen again. In the era of the flood, man-
kind joined together with the objective of 
doing evil - "And the land was filled with 
corruption" [Bereishit 6:11]. However, 
from the moment of the flood, the world 
changed. All of mankind would never 
again gather together for purposes of evil. 
After the flood, G-d     divided humanity 
into three different    segments, descend-
ants of Noach's three sons, which are 
different in essence and quality. 
 
This division was to continue for all      gen-
erations to come, such that mankind 
would no longer have the ability to join 
together with destructive intentions. Thus, 
the promise by the Hashem is that any 
gathering of evil will not engulf the entire 
world. For example, the corruption of 
Sedom did not spread to nor infect the 
ethical nature of the rest of the world.  

Rabbi Arameh notes that the symbol of 

the rainbow is also related to the division 
of humanity after the flood. Just as      
mankind was separated into different 
groups from the time of the flood, so are 
the colors of a rainbow separate from each 
other. The rainbow is a symbol of a world 
of division and separation. This symbolism 
is seen not only in the rainbow but also in 
what G-d told Noach, “For the remaining 
days of the earth, planting and harvesting, 
cold and heat, summer and winter, and 
day and night will never cease” [Bereishit 
8:22]. The world climate is also divided 
into separate groups. When it is winter on 
one side of the world, the other side will 
be warmed by the summer. The different 
types of weather are another symbol of 
the division of mankind. Changes in  
weather are a reflection of the variance 
between different cultures and the gaps 
between them. 

The events of the flood can teach us how 
great an opportunity can be missed by 
joining together for a bad purpose. Any 
attempt to gather together for evil        
purposes will end with division, isolation, 
and separation. Only when we learn to 
gather together in order to do good for 
each other will mankind once again be 
privileged to be joined together as one. 
Only after we mend the world will the   
divisions disappear, as if to say, 
"Everybody will become one association, 
in order to do Your will with a full 
heart" [Rosh Hashanah prayer]. In          
response to unity and a true peace, the 
Shechina will return to the land, as is 
written, "And G-d will be king over the  
entire world, on that day G-d will be one 
and His name will be one” 
 [Zechariah 14:9]. 
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Over 300 former shlichim with their families, olim and visiting Capetonians had a great time meet-
ing and reminiscing on Isru Chag. Special guests included Yeshiva of CT founder Rabbi Jonathan 
Glass with his wife Tony and parents Selma & Mickey, who was celebrating his 80th b-day 

('ad meah v'esrim’). 
 

Torah MiTzion founder and executive director Zeev Schwartz greeted the crowd and praised Rav 
Johnny for his highly successful initiative at bringing a taste of religious Zionism to Cape Town via 
the over 140 shlichim who have served the Yeshiva of CT since its inception.  Many of the original 

shlichim from the early years of the Yeshiva were in attendance with their families resulting in 
emotional encounters and hugs with former chavrutot, friends and olim from CT.   

 
Dorron Kline, CEO of Telfed (South African Zionist Federation) was also on hand to mingle with 

old friends and new olim.  Former Roshei Kollel Rav Yossi & Esther Slotnick, Rav Rafi & Sari 
Wolf, Rav Rafi & Avital Kadosh, Rav Ori & Tova Einhorn, Rav Nachum & Sarah Romm & 
Rav Moshe & Moriah Ordman reacquainted with both community members and their former 

'bachurim'/shlichim almost 20 years later, now with wives and children. 
 

A special tribute was made to the many couples who married local Capetonian girls as a result of 
their shlichut. Travel agent Michelle Amiram generously donated the raffle grand prize of a     

return flight from TA to CT, won by Moshe Revivo – a popular shaliach from the first few years of 

YCTs operation. It was a wonderful celebration marking 20 years of shlichut in Cape Town.  
 
 
 

 

Celebrating 20 years of the Yeshiva of Cape Town  
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ISRAtag 
Arik Speaker 

 

Torah MiTzion was established in 1995 with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around 
the globe and infusing them with the love for Torah, the Jewish People and the State of Israel.  
Over the past eighteen years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host  

communities through a wide range of formal and informal educational programs.   

Where was this photo taken?  

Please send answers to 

arik@torahmitzion.org 

The answer, further information about this 

location as well as the name of the  first       

person  to recognize this site will  be       

published in next week‘s edition. 

To advertise, or to dedicate an 
     issue of Shabbat MiTzion for  

a simcha, yoretzeit etc..  
 

  Ph. 02 620 9022 

shabbatmitzion@torahmitzion.org  

Shlichim Wanted  
(including French & Spanish speakers)  

singles & couples: 
Ph 052 8109583  shlichut@torahmitzion.org 

Tel Nizzana is an archaeological site and national park, where you can see 
the remains of ancient Nizzana, which is located near the Egyptian border, 
south of Gaza.  The city was founded by the Nabateans, tribes originating 
from the Arabian Peninsula. The Nabataeans appeared in the Land of   
Israel at the end of the Persian Area. They engaged in transferring goods 
from the desert to Greece, and later to Rome. They mainly traded in  
frankincense and myrrh.  Their goods arrived at the port of Gaza, then left 
for Egypt and then to Europe. In this sense Nizzana was an important stop 
on the way of what is now known as the famous "Incense route"  
 
The city of Ovdat in Israel and Petra in Jordan were largely built by the 
Nabateans. During the reign of the Byzantine Empire Nizzana reached its 
heyday. Three churches from that period have been preserved to this day, 
and a rectangular fortress surrounded by a wall with five square towers, 
which you saw in the previous issue. Nitzzana was abandoned, probably in 
the 9th century, after the Muslim conquest.  
 
In 1906, after  the borders between the Ottomans and the British ran   
between Israel and Sinai Peninsula, the importance of the location        
increased drastically. During the First World War Nitzzana became a     
military logistics center and a port for Ottoman and German military units 
operating in the Sinai peninsula during World War I.  
 
During the British mandate, archaeological excavations led to the          
discovery of the ancient Nabatean city, after finding 195 papyrus scrolls in 
the ruins. In May 1948 the place was captured by the Egyptian army and 
later captured by the IDF's 8th Brigade during Operation Horev. The     
Armistice Agreement at the end of the War of Independence deemed 
Nitzzana as a demilitarized zone and it was there that the Israel-Egyptian 
Armistice Commission took place. Following the fedayeen activity and 
Egyptian fortifications in the area and given its strategic importance in the 
defense of the Negev and especially of its capital - Beer Sheva, Israel   
withdrew from the demilitarization agreement and conquered the region 
once again. 

Yasher Koach to 
 Yoav Tal 

 for providing the  
correct answer 
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