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Shabbat MiTzion 
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29 Cheshvan, 5775, November 22th, 2014 
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 שבת מציון

From around the 

TMT movement 

  Don’t Leave! 

  Rabbi Asher Altshul  – Former Shaliach in Manhattan (1997-98) 
  certified tour guide and teacher in Yeshivat Orayta, Jerusalem 

  Matan Vilnai, newly      
appointed Israeli              

ambassador to China      
visiting the Perth shlichim 

Melbourne—shiur by Rav 
Amnon Bazak, visiting Rab-

bi from the Har Etzion    
Hesder yeshiva 

Siyum on Masachet Sukkah 
with the aid of Rosh Kollel 

Rav Eliyahu Galil in        
Montevideo  

TMT Washington bachurim 
readying for the Friday 

Shishoko, skits and           
cholent program  

One of the first trials of Avraham was 

when he first entered the land. Drought 

and famine, forced him and his       

household to descend to Egypt. Yaakov 

fled from Esau to Haran and lived there 

for many years.  

Yitzchak was different. When in our    

parsha drought and famine again 

plagued the region, Yitzchak, following 

the path of Avraham, prepared for the 

trip down to Egypt and proceeded to 

Gerar. There, Hashem appeared and 

made the following request: 

אל תרד מצרימה. שכן בארץ אשר ” 

אומר אליך. גור בארץ הזאת ואהיה 

אמך כי לך ולזרעך את כל הארצות 

 “האלה...

“Do not descend to Egypt; Live in the 

land that I have designated for you. 

Dwell in this land and I will be with you, 

for I have given this land to you and to 

your progeny...” (26:2-3) 

Why was it so important that Yitzchak 

remain in the Land? And if this was so 

important why did both Avraham and 

Yaakov leave the land, seemingly without 

issue? 

Rashi answers somewhat enigmatically: 

(Yitzchak) was an "Olah Temimah" an 

"unblemished sacrifice" and thus         

forbidden to exit the holy area, Chuz 

La'aretz was not the place for him. 

This approach focuses on the unique  

personal nature of Yitzchak. The spiritual 

advantage in Israel in not just            

quantitative. The nature of the land is 

entirely different. Yitzchak was told that 

he was to preserve this spiritual state.  

Judaism realizes that attaining and    

maintaining spirituality, while a worthy 

goal is not available to everyone. 

Avaraham represents those that have a 

limited upbringing; he was a convert and 

a Baal Teshuva. Yaakov, represents those 

that have challenges later in life and are 

forced, due to external pressure, to leave 

the lofty world. The message is clear, the 

path and covenant of Hashem applies to 

both of them, despite the difficulty.  

Yitzchak however represents the ideal. 

The ideal is achievable. It may not be for 

everyone but with Yitzchak we are shown 

that it is a possibility and that working 

toward it is not futile.  

Seforno alludes to an additional            

approach. "The reason that I have        

directed you to dwell in the land and with 

this I will bestow good upon you is that I 

have already sworn to Avraham that I will 

give him and his children the land.    

Therefore when you live in the land…you 

will demonstrate the ownership of the 

land and transmit this to your children. 

(Seforno 26:3) 

Were Yitzchak to leave the country it 

would damage the nature of the oath. In 

his persistence to stay in the land, even 

with the difficulties he demonstrated the 

nature of ownership and responsibility 

that comes with the inheritance.  

Yaakov is forced to leave, this further 

proves that the oath and the covenant, 

now secure, can endure even if forced to 

temporarily leave due to hardship.  
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Hashem made an oath to the forefathers that the 

land of Canaan would be theirs. On a number of 

occasions it is repeated that the Brit was made 

with Avraham,Yitzchak and Yaakov. The oath was 

to each one individually and to their children as a 

whole.   

Avraham was the Oleh Chadash; he received the 

land as a gift and appreciated it as a beloved   

treasure. He knew clearly what it meant not to 

have his own land and leaving temporarily was not 

a threat. The oath to Yaakov proves that the      

covenant is eternal and not dependent on his     

location. Yitzchak, as we learn in this parsha,      

secures the Chazakah in the land, his presence   

actuates the oath and provides us with an ideal 

model for the future.  

 
 

 is a PORTAL offering the most  

accurate information about shiurim  

and cultural & social programmes  

taking place throughout Israel,  

with a focus on Jerusalem.  
 

My Shteiblech uses 5  

Social Media platforms:  

A Facebook Page and Groups,  

a bi-weekly newsletter:  

http://eepurl.com/CcIAH  

and Twitter @myshteiblech. 

For more information about  

My Shteiblech  contact:   

Benjy Singer  

benjysinger@hotmail.com  

http://eepurl.com/CcIAH
mailto:benjysinger@hotmail.com
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ISRAtag 
Arik Speaker 

 

Torah MiTzion was established in 1995 with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities 
around the globe and infusing them with the love for Torah, the Jewish People and the State of Israel.  

Over the past eighteen years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host  
communities through a wide range of formal and informal educational programs.   

Where was this photo taken?  

Please send answers to 

arik@torahmitzion.org 

The answer, further information about this 

location as well as the name of the  first       

person  to recognize this site will  be       

published in next week‘s edition. 

To advertise, or to dedicate an 

     issue of Shabbat MiTzion for  

a simcha, yoretzeit etc..  
 

  Ph. 02 620 9022 

shabbatmitzion@torahmitzion.org  

Shlichim Wanted  
(including French & Spanish speakers)  

singles & couples: 

Ph 052 8109583  shlichut@torahmitzion.org 

in cooperation with: 

The Allenby Bridge is one of the most important and famous bridges in the 
country and is one of the only land border-crossings in the country. 
The bridge is located several miles east of Jericho and links Israel with Jordan. 
Actually this region has witnessed several bridges over the decades. In the 
1890s the Turks built a bridge made of wood, called Al A'orinie, named after 
Al-Ur - the Arab name for the Jordan Valley. During the winter of 1896-1897 
the bridge was severely damaged by floods, and was replaced by a new 
wooden bridge. During the withdrawal of the Turkish army from the British 
forces in World War I, the Turks destroyed the bridge. The British began to 
build a temporary bridge on barrels to open the way towards the East,   
therewith pursuing the Turkish forces.  
After the war, the British built a new concrete bridge and named it after Field 
Marshal Edmund Allenby, commander of the British Egyptian Expeditionary 
Force, who conquered the land of Israel. This bridge also collapsed during the 
1927 earthquake  and was rebuilt after World War II.  
In 1946, during the "Night of the Bridges", forces of the Second Battalion of 
the Palmach, commanded by Chaim Bar Lev, blew up the re-built bridge. The    
attacking force was discovered by the Jordanian garrison which opened fierce 
fire. The force retreated, with only two fighters staying behind to complete 
the mission to destroy the bridge. The bridge was rebuilt once again by the 
British and was again destroyed during the Six Day War. Israel rebuilt the 
bridge after the war, and until the peace agreement with Jordan was signed it 
functioned as a passage for goods and freight as part of an open bridges   
policy. 
After the signing of the peace treaty with Jordan in 1994, a new modern 
bridge was built near the old wooden bridge, funded by the Government of 
Japan. It was decided that the bridge will be used for the passage of          
Palestinians, goods and tourists, and not for Israelis and Jordanians, although 
in practice many Israelis and Jordanians do use this bridge. 
Traffic has been increasing steadily year by year. Over the past  decade, the 
number of passengers doubled to 1,800,000 per year and the number of 
trucks tripled to 25,000 per year. 
It is today second in volume to the Ben Gurion Airport as an Israeli interna-
tional border-crossing. 

Yasher Koach to                 

Ori Asher for            

providing the                

correct answer 

mailto:yaakov@torahmitzion.org

