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Families and Faith 
Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger – Former Shaliach in Boca Raton   
(1999-2006) 
Executive Director and Community Rabbinic Scholar of Dallas Kollel 

  TMT and Bnei Akiva Perth 
team up at the local        

senior’s home 

TMT Melbourne & the Bnot 
Sherut celebrate the      

Ethiopian Jewish holiday 
SIGAD 

KTM Montreal’s Family 
Learning program, Motzei 
Shabbat Parashat Toldot  

Rosh Kollel of YU TMT Kollel 
Chicago Rabbi Reuven 

Brand speaking at 
the ICJA tish  

“Civilization depends on the health of the   

traditional family”. So begins Rod Dreher’s  

persuasive and insightful article in last         

Sunday’s Dallas Morning News Points Sec-

tion, (“Our Families, Our Future”) in which 

he      describes in vivid colors the crisis that 

is upon us, and warns of coming ramifica-

tions that are no less than chilling. The fami-

ly in America  today is failing and disappear-

ing, and that   failure will soon bring down 

our very society, he claims. “It will expire 

from lack of           manpower, which itself is 

a manifestation of a lack of the will to live”. 

It will go the way of ancient Greece and of 

Rome after it. The writing is on the wall, he 

says. And he is        absolutely right. 

Paraphrasing the late Harvard sociologist 

Carle C. Zimmerman, Dreher writes that the 

core problem is a loss of faith. Ultimately, 

what  inspires men and women to create 

and nurture large, strong families, is religious 

conviction. That type of faith is sorely lacking 

amongst most moderns, even among many 

who style themselves religious. 

But why? Why do religion and family seem 

to be intertwined? Or to phrase it different-

ly, faith in what? What is the nature of faith 

that brings us to sacrifice for family? What is 

it   exactly that so many Americans are lack-

ing? As insightful as Dreher’s article is, he 

does not answer this cardinally important 

question. As a man of faith and a man of 

family, and an     orthodox rabbi as well, per-

haps I can. 

In one word the answer is tradition. But       

tradition is too often misunderstood; it is not 

merely something carried over from the 

past, however meaningful that past may be. 

It is not just rituals and customs, memories 

and belief. Tradition is something for the fu-

ture. It has been passed on for generations 

because of a fervent conviction that the fu-

ture needs the past, that former generations 

have something vital to say to those not yet 

born. Jewish        tradition contains a vision 

for the future, and a blueprint for how to ac-

complish it.  

My tradition tells me that man matters.        

Humanity and human history are part of a 

grand tapestry in the process of being woven, 

and I am one of the weavers. We are ele-

ments in a work in progress, a grand experi-

ment.  And I have been bequeathed a 

glimpse of the grand plan. I have something 

that humanity needs to weave this tapestry 

well. The world will be a better place if I pass 

on what has been passed on to me. And the 

more that receive it from me, the better for 

all. That being the case, how could passing it 

on to children not be of        paramount im-

portance? How could I let that tradition die 

with me? 

You see, I must have children, because I have 

a way of life that the world requires, and I 

need a vehicle to live out these values until 

they will eventually redeem the world. I have 

faith that I have a treasure to give my chil-

dren. This    treasure is for them, but not just 

for them, and it is therefore that much more 

valuable. It is for their children and grandchil-

dren. And it is not just for my descendants, 

but it is for all. Not for all to adopt, but cer-

tainly for all to learn from. 

Living a good life is not easy. It requires train-

ing and experience. For three thousand years 

the Jewish tradition has been developing and     

refining the art of living. It has in its posses-

sion a handbook for life, for the life of the 
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individual, but not only for the individual. Rather for the 

individual as a building block of the collective. We have 

a vision for the world, for a redeemed and perfected 

humanity. We cannot but  continue to pass it on. 

Jewish faith is not so much a belief in what will be, as 

an acting out of what can be. We live a life of strict             

adherence to commandments, imperatives of proper   

action, as we endeavor to establish within our families 

and communities models of what all humanity should 

aspire to. We consciously see ourselves as a holy nation 

and a kingdom of priests, living out and living up to a 

higher standard whose time may not yet have come, 

but surely will. At such time I may not be around, but I 

will do my best to insure that my descendants will, and 

that they will be carrying with them the accumulated 

wisdom of Jewish tradition. I am a link in a chain that 

began when Moses brought the Torah down from 

Mount Sinai and that stretches forward in time until the 

final days of the      Messiah – the final perfection of the 

world. That future depends on the past, and it is only 

the present that links the two. Every generation is su-

premely conscious of the fact that the chain is only as 

strong as its weakest link. I will do all that I can not to 

break it. 
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ISRAtag 
Arik Speaker 

 

Torah MiTzion was established in 1995 with the goal of strengthening Jewish 
communities around the globe and infusing them with the love for Torah, the Jewish 

People and the State of Israel.  
Over the past eighteen years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their 
host communities through a wide range of formal and informal educational programs.   

Where was this photo taken?  

Please send answers to 

arik@torahmitzion.org 

The answer, further information about this 

location as well as the name of the  first       

person  to recognize this site will  be       

published in next week‘s edition. 

To advertise, or to dedicate an 

     issue of Shabbat MiTzion for  

a simcha, yoretzeit etc..  
 

  Ph. 02 620 9022 

shabbatmitzion@torahmitzion.org  

Shlichim Wanted  
(including French & Spanish speakers)  

singles & couples: 

Ph 052 8109583  shlichut@torahmitzion.org 

in cooperation with: 

The "Roaring Lion" statue is a one of the most significant Zionist          
landmarks. The statue, which was erected in memory of the 8 fighters 
killed at Tel Hai, is a symbol of militant Zionism to this day. 
Tel Hai was founded in 1916 as a Jewish settlement in the Upper Galilee. 
After World War I and following the French entanglement, the security 
situation in Syria and the Upper Galilee deteriorated. 
Subsequently Israel Shochat, leader of the "Shomer" movement, asked 
Joseph Trumpeldor to go to the Galilee, examine the situation of the four 
settlements there (Tel Hai, Kfar Giladi, Hamar and Metula), and report to 
him. Trumpeldor remained there until he was killed at Tel Hai. 
After the report on the difficult situation was brought to the attention of 
the Jewish leadership, they discussed whether to evacuate the          
settlements.  Ze'ev Jabotinsky argued for evacuation, while the members 
of the workers' parties objected. It was decided to send reinforcements 
and assistance to the region.  
During a forced visit of a Bedouin fighter group led by Sheikh Kamil, he       
decided suddenly, and in violation of prior agreements, to confiscate the 
weapons of Tel Hai. When the Bedouin attempted to confiscate the 
weapon of one of the woman fighters, the gun discharged, and she cried 
out for help. Hearing that, Trumpeldor was convinced that the Arabs had 
attacked and ordered his men to open fire on the attackers. While the 
Jews fought against the Arab forces outside the gates of the yard, Kamil 
and his men barricaded themselves in an attic and caused heavy           
casualties to the defenders. The battle lasted several hours but eventually 
Kamil was forced to retreat. Despite this withdrawal, the great loss of 
men and ammunition among the defenders of Tel Hai led to its later 
abandonment. 
During the battle Trumpeldor ran to the aid of one of the fighters at the 
gate and was mortally wounded by three bullets. While being tended to 
by the medics shortly before his death he expressed what would later 
become a famous statement: "Never mind, it is good to die for our    
country", which also became an immortal symbol of the Zionist ideal. 

Yasher Koach to                 

Hayley Jaffe for            

providing the                

correct answer 

mailto:yaakov@torahmitzion.org

